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EXHOR TATION. 


IT 


HE Part appolaned to me, in- the ſolemn 
Tranſactions of this Day, is to remind you, 
my dear Brother and Fellow-Labourer in 


; the G ofpel; of the important Buſineſs, Obligations 
and Encouragements, that belong to the Miniſtry, 
which you have received of the Lord Jeſus; and in 
his Name to enforce them, in Hope that the bleſſed 
Spirit will impreſs them, like indelible Characters, 

upon your Heart, In attempting this, I much ra- 


ther chuſe to entreat you as a Brother, whom ] affec- 


tionately love in the Truth, than to aſſume an Air 
Chad J any Pretences to it) of commanding you as a 
Father. And were I to give any Charge in my own 
Name, it ſhould be only this, ( which is indeed no 


other, than what the Lord himſelf has given you,) 


that you regard whatever I have to ſay to you, only 
fo far as it agrees with his Mind and Will in his 
Word]; and that you ſubmit to it only upon his Au- 
thority, which is abſolute and uncontroulable, whilſt 
have none, but what conſiſts in aſſerting bis. Call 
no Man Maſter upon Earth; for one is our Maſter 


even Chriſi, (Matt. xxiti. 9, 10.) 
When you reflect on what has been done, in ſepa- | 
rating you to the Paſtoral Office in this Church of 


Chriſt, according to the Rules of his Word, you 
may chink you hear him ſaying to du. as he did to 


A 2 his 
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his Diſciples after he had waſhed their Feet, Know 
you what T have done to you ? (John xii. 12.) He has 
put a high Honour upon you; has committed an 
awful and important Truſt to you; has laid you un- 
der ſpecial Obligations, attended with gracious Pro- 
miſcs of Afiiſtance ; and has brought you into a 
Sphere of eminent Service, which you mult give an 
Account of another Pay. And as I mult likewiſe 
be called to an Account for this, as well as all my 
other Miniftrations, you, Dear Brother, will excuſe 
the Freedom, which Faithfulneſs obliges me to uſe 
in the ferious Exhortation, I am now to give you, 
and which I would direct as much to myſelf, as to 
you: For though, I truſt, we in ſome Meaſure 
| know, deſire, and are prepared, by the Grace of 
Sop, to do, the Things that pleaſe him; yet, as 
we need to have them further impreſſed upon our 
Conſciences, and we may hope, on ſuch a ſolemn 
_ - Occaſion, for his Bleſſing upon the humble Attempt, 
you will {pare me a few Words, and that without 
admitting of a Jealouſy, as though I ſuſpected any 
Ill concerning you, than which I aſſure you, Sir, 
nothing can be farther from my Thoughts: And it 
gives me no ſmall Pleaſure to obſerve, that in the 
Sentiments, and holy Purpoſes, by Divine Grace, 
which you have nobly profeſſed before many Wit 
neſſes, there is ſuch an intire Harmony with the De- 
ſign of this Addreſs, in which I would add my Te- 
ſtimony to your's, and do all that in me lies to ſub- 
ſerve the Eſtabliſhment of every good Imagination 
of the Thoughts of your Heart; and, in Order 
| thereunto, ſhall ſuggeſt nothing, but what I believe 
to be, either expreſsly, or by juſt Conſequence, con- 
- rained in the 1a/pired Oracles, the only Rule of Faith 
and Practice, May Gop enable me to keep within 
thoſe facred Bounds, and then print what may be of- 
fered upon your Heart and Mine, and upon the 
_ Hearts of all our Atte! ding Reverend Brethren and 
F athers, 
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Fathers, if I may be allowed to be confiruTively a 


Monitor alſo to them! _ 
I cannot fix on a properer Paſſage of Scripture for 


the Baſis of this brotherly Exhortation, than that, 
with which you concluded 8 excellent . | 


1 Tim. iv. 16. 


Take heed unto thyſelf, and unto thy Deftrine x con- 
tinue in them : For in doing this, thou foall both ſave 


thyſelf, and them that hear thee, 


In theſe Werds we have an apoſtolic Charge of 


Paul the aged to young Timothy, which, by Virtue 
of its Divine Authority, is of equal Obligation from 
my Mouth to you. Let me therefore, taking Riſe 
from hence, recommend the Duties enjoined : ; and 


the Arguments to enforce them, a as the Lord thall 


enable me. I would begin with, 


Firſt, The Duties enjoined ; md they are two, 


with Perſeverance | in them to the End. Take Heed 
to thyſelf, and to thy Doctrine; continue in them. Let 
Experience and Practice lead the Way to Doctrine 


and Counſel, that like a god Man, and à Scribe 


well inftrufted unto the Kingdom of Heaven, you may 
bring forth out of the Treaſure of your Heart, goed 
Things, both new and old. (Matt. xii. 35, and xiii... 
52.) Firſt teach your/eff, and then teach others, as 
one deſirous that you and they may be all taught of 
| Gop. See to it, firſt, that all Things be right in 
your own Soul; and then uſe your utmoſt Endea- 


vours, to give right Inſtruction to others, as ever 


” you would expect the Divine Preſence and Bleſſing, 
to maxe your Labours pleaſant and profitable to 


yourſelf and them. Begin at Home; and then carry 
your Concern and Care abroad, through all your 
-Miniftrations ; and bat not only when you firſt 


168 Gut in the Work of the Lord, or by Fits and Starts 
aiterwards, in a good Mood, and in a ſmooth Path; 
but by. an aſſiquous perſevcring Diligence, amidft 


* Mr. Texul: hole the Confemon of his Paith with this Text. 


all 
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all Difficulties, Oppoſition and Diſcouragements, 
through the whole Courſe of your Life. 
I. Take Heed 70 thyſelf. Attend carefully (reg 
to the Things that concern your/elf, with reſpect to 
your own State before GOD; the Frame and Temper © 
of your Heart; your Furniture for the Miniſtry; and 
the whole Compaſs of your Behaviour, relating to GOD, — 
dae and others, 

Take Heed to yourſelf, with reſpect to your 

5 State before GD. | 
This is a fundamental Charge, which is firſt of 
all, and continuedly to be taken Care of, as I truſt 
it already has been, If y@ur own Soul is loſt, all is 
loſt to you for ever; and without a conſcientious 
Care about its eternal Welfare you cannot be a good 
Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, nouriſhed up in the Words of 
Faith, and of good Doctrine, (1 Tim. iv. 6.) For 
he will have little Concern for the Souls of others, who 
is careleſs about his or z he will be little qualified to 
lead them into the Way of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is practically a Stranger to it himſelf; and will 
have little Heart to deal out the Myſteries of Gop 
to others, who has no good Hope of a perſonal In- 
tereſt in them to the profiting of his own Soul: Nor 
can he warrantably and comfortably expect that Gop 
| ſhould be with him, to own and ſucceed him in his 
Work, while his own Heart is not with Gop in it. 
See to it then, my beloved Brother, that you yourſelf 
be, and, through the witaeſſing of the Spirit with 
your Spirit, Know yourſelf to be in Chriſt; z that 
| you are in a State of Favour with Gop, through 
Faith in the great Redeemer, and ſhall not come 
into Condemnation ; that a Work of Heart-chang- 
ing Grace is wrought in your own Soul; that you 
are paſſed from Death to Life; and that, under the 
Influence of the Holy Spirit, you have given up 
your whole Self to the Lord, without Reſerve, and 


are experimentally acquainted with the efficacious | * 


Powe rs 


— , c 
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Powers of vital Religion, and Godlineſs. Give Di- 
* ligence to make your own Calling and Election ſure, 


that this may be a clear and ſettled Point between 


3 Soy and you, 10 the full Aſſurance of Hope to the 
Ea. ( Pet. 1; 10, and Heb. vi. 11.7) 


2. Take Heed to yourſelf, with reſpect to the 


Frame and Temper of your Heart. 


See that this be ſuch as becomes the Chriſtian, and 


the Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt ; that you maintain a 
holy Reverence of the great Gop, and an awful 
Senſe of his infinite Majeſty, Omniſcience and Ho- 


lineſs, and of your being accountable to him, to 


make you humble, watchful and faithful, whereſoe- 
ver you are, or whatever you do; and that you 

| keep up lively Thoughts of the Riches of his Grace 
in Chriſt, to engage your Heart to him, to ſweeten 
all the Labours and Sufferings, you may be called 
doo, for his Name's Sake, and to encourage and Sup- 


port you under them. Be thankful for what you 


have received, and humbly depending for what you 
further need: Live by Faith on the Son of Gop, 
who loved you, and gave himſelf for you; live 
upon him for Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs and Strength, 
for all Aſſiſtance, Acceptance and Succeſs: Commit 


yourſelf, your Way, your Work, and your Reward 


to him, and leave them all in his Hand : Look to 
the bleſſed Spirit, to enable you to carry on a daily 
Courſe of holy Communion with Gop in Chriſt, to 
give your Soul a ſpiritual and heavenly Turn; to 


regulate and invigorate your Principles and your 


2 Views) ;3 to lead you into all Truth; to endear Chriſt, 
his Goſp el, and his Cauſe, to your own Soul; to 


poſſeſs you with a deep and affecting Senſe of their 


Excellence and Importance; and to inſpire you with 
Chriſtian- Fortitude, and fervent Zeal for the Glory 
of Gop, and with a moſt ardent and compathonats 

Love to — Souls. | 


be 
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Be concerned, my Reverend Brother, that theſe 


Principles and Views may govern you, to the Ex- 
tinction of all worldly-Mindedneſs and Puſillanimous 


Fears, of Vain-glory and Self- applauſe, and of in- 
temperate Heats and uncharitable Cenſures, and all 


the Wrath of Man, which works not the Righteouſneſs 


of GOD; that your Spirit may not be ſwayed by any 
earthly Bias, nor enfeebled by Cowardice, nor ſowred 


with Prejudices, Pride and Envy, or with Bitterneſs, 


Fury and Malice againſt any, no, not againſt thole _ 


that oppoſe the glorious Pecuitarities of the Goſpel : . 


But, while you have a holy Deteſtation of their dan- 1 


gerous Errors, labour to maintain a benevolent 
Frame of Spirit toward their Perſons, and to be 


yourſelf a ſhining Example of Believers, in Charity, 


in Spirit, in Fail and Purity, as the Apoſtle directs. 1 


1 Fim. iv. 12. 


Let your Zeal for Truth and HolineG, and again Z 
Error and Sin, be proportioned to the Importance of 
Things, that though there ought to be no Indiffe- 


rence in your Mind to any Doctrines or Practices, 


which you believe to be of Gop; yet thoſe that are 
mmoſt vital, and influential to his Glory, and the In- 


tereſt of real Religion, may command the warmeſt 


Fervour of your Soul about them. But as to Things 
of leſs Conſequence, cultivate all poſſible Charity, 


Forbearance and Peace, in the Temper of your Spirit, 
toward them that differ from you; and look upon, 
and love all thoſe, as Brethren, who hold the Head, 


and bear his Image. In all this let Integrity and Up- 
_ righineſs preſerve Hou, that you may ever appear to 
be what you really are, and may approve the Things 
| that are excellent, and be ſincere and without Offence, 


till the Day of Chriſt. (Phil, i. 10.) 


3. Take Heed to yourſelf, with reſpect to your 


Furniture for the Miniſtry. 


The Things that have been ſpoken of, are indeed 
eſſential Parts of this F urniture 3 but that which 1 


now 
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The EXHORTATION. 1 
now further aim at, relates to what are uſually called 
miniſterial Abilittes, or ſpiritual Gifts ; and I heartily 


rejoice that Gop has honoured you with ſo many of 


theſe : But I beſeech you, dear Brother, to recollect, 


that theſe are not ſo far advanced, as to need no "ig 
ther Cultivation and Improvement : Whatever you 


have already attained, there 1s abundant Room, and 


| Occaſion, to be preſſing {till forwards ; and if your 
- preſent miniſterial Talents be not improved to an 
Inucreaſe for your Maſter's Uſe, they will wither and 


decline 3 and there is great Danger of their being; 
taken from you: Be 2 therefore high minded; but 
fear. 

There needs great Wiſdom and Prudence, as well as 


an honeſt Heart, to manage the Cauſe of Chriſt to 
Advantage, that it may not ſuffer through Igno- 


rance, on one Hand, or Indiſcretions, on the other, 


which either the Fear of Men, or an Affectation of | 
pleaſing. them, or the Foibles of an caſy natural 


Temper, or an unyielding Stifneſs, and raſh Zeal, 


might betray you into. Labour therefore to increaſe : 
your Stock of uſeful Knowledge, and of Judgment 
to huſband and apply ir, on all Occaſions, in the beſt 


jog that, like a wiſe and faithful Steward, you 
may know how to conduct the Affairs, diſtribute 


the Proviſions, and maintain the Charter, Obliga- 
tions and Privileges of the Houſhold of Faith. In 
order hereunto give Attendance 10 Reading, to Ex- 
Horlation, to Doctrine: Meditate on theſe Things z give 
Jour ſelf woholly to them, that your profiting may appear 


1 , (3 Tim; , 
Let the Bible be your chief Study, with an Eye to 
the Father of Lights, to the great Prophet of the Church, 


and to the Spirit of Truth, that you may be thoroughly 


enlightened and eſtabliſhed in the Divine Authoriiy, 
ands genuine Senſe of the holy Scriptures : Study the Evi- 


dences of this bleſſed Revelation, that you may be more. 


and 
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and more Maſter of the Arguments for, and Objec- 
tions againſt it; and may be capable of ſupporting 
it againſt the numerous Cavils, which the Infidels of 
this, and former Ages, have artfully and laboriouſſy 
raiſed in Oppoſition to it: And dig deep into the 
Mines of evangelical Truth, the Riches of which 
are inexhauſtible, that you may know, prize and 
keep them, as the choiceſt Treaſure, and may be 
enabled to draw them out in great Abundance, and 
to defend them againſt the various Attacks and En- 
croachments of thoſe, that would corrupt the Sim- 
plicity of the Goſpel, and rob us of its peculiar and 
diſtinguiſhing Gone, 
Daily read the Scriptures in the original Languages; 
and labour after a familiar Acquaintance with the 
very Words and Phraſes, by which the Holy Ghoſt 
_ teaches ſpiritual Things, and-impreſſes them upon 
the Conſcience, as the beſt Oratory of the Pulpit ; 
and after a modeſt Preſence of Mind, and decent 
Readineſs of Expreſſion, that you may be apt 7o 
| teach. Let your critical Learning, and the Chief of 
all your other Reading and Studies, ſubſerve theſe 
Views, and tend toward them; as your cardinal 
Point, that you may be thoroughly furniſhed unto all 
good Works : And continue in theſe Things all 8 8 5 
Days. (2 Tim. iii. 14, 17. 
4. Take Heed to yourſelf, with reſpect to the 
whole Compaſs of your Bebavier, relating to GOD, 5 
gourſelf, and others. 5 | 
As to what relates to GOD, beſides the Things 
that have been ſuggeſted about the Frame and Tem- 
per of your Heart towards him, let Religion be the 
Buſineſs, and the holy Law of Gop the Rule of your 
Life. Make Conſcience of fulfilling every Duty he 
enjoins, and of departing from every Thing he for- 
bids; and be much in earneſt and importunate Pray- 
er to > GoD through Ielus Chriſt, as s Mediator, by 


s 
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the Aſſiſtance of his Spirit. Let this be your choſen | 
and Gaily Work in your Retirements, and in the 


Family *, at the Head of which Providence has 


placed you ; and as Opportunities offer, and Occa- 


ſions require, in the Church of Chriſt, and amon 


your Chriſtian Friends. In every Thing by Prayer 


and Supplication, with Thankſgiving, let your Requeſts 


be made known to GOD. (Phil. iv. o.) Wreſtle 


with him in your Prayers, for yourſelf and others; 


for the Anointings of his Spirit, and for his Bleſſing 


upon your own, and all your Brethren's Miniſtrati- 
ons; and ſtand up for Purity of Doctrine, Wor- 


ſhip and Diſcipline, and for the Glory of all the 


Divine Perfections, Counſels and Government, a- 
gainſt Corruptions and Profaneneſs of every Kind. 


Labour likewiſe, under Divine Influence, after a 


Temperance, Chaſtity, and Sobriety of Mind and 


Converſation and Godlinels, in every Relation of 


Life, civil and religious, in which you now do, or 
_ hereafter may ſtand : Take all poſſible Care to /ive 
the Doctrines you preach, that you may be among 


becoming Self-Government, in a due Regulation of 
all your Paſſions and Appetites, and particularly in 


Manners, that you may know bow io poſſeſs your Veſ- 
el in Sandtification and Honour. Flee alſo youthful * 
Laſts; and follow Righteouſneſs, Faith, Charity, Peace, 
with them that call on the Lord ad a pure Heart, 

(1 Theſſ. iv. 4. and 2 Tim. ii. 22.) 
In all your Behaviour i others,” ſeek Wil. 
dom and Grace from Heaven to enable you to re- 
commend the good Ways of the Lord, by all my 


4 


| | thoſe, that are 2% Sal! of the Earth, and the Light of 


the World; and that whatever Company you keep, 
or come into, they may be, one Way or other, the 
better for you: Provide T! hings boneft, (Kahe) ho- 


. nourable and praiſe worthy, in the Sight of all Men; 


80 Mr. D is a married Man, and Maſter of a Family. 
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and if it be poſiible, as much as lies in you, live peate- 
abiy with all Men. (Rom. Xii. 17, 18.) Labour 
after this by awful Methods, not to the ſacrific- 
ing of Holineſs and Truth, and eſpecially | Important 
bs ruth; but to the maintaining of 5%, in the moſt 
amicable Manner, that ſpeaking the Truth in Love, 
you may grow up in all Things into him, which is the 1 
Head, even Chriſt; (Eph. iv. 15.) and that you may | 
follow Peace with all ew, and Holineſs, without 1 
which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. (Heb. Xii. 14.) x 

In your Converſes with the Enemies of e and 
of his Truths and Ways, endeavour to cofvince 
them by Scripture and found Reaſon, and to win 

upon them with all the Gentleneſs and Kindneſs, that 
may conſiſt with your being valiant for the Truth, 
and contending earneſtly for the Faith, which was once 
deliver ed to the Saints. (Jude ver. 3. Strive for the 
Faith of the Goſpel, and ſtrive zealorſly for it, in this 
_ degenerate and ſceptical Age: But ſee that it be only 
by Gofpel- Methods, that while you are pleading for 1 
it, the Manner of your Plea may not diſgrace it. 
Take Heed of mean e with its Oppoſers, 
on one Hand; and of carrying your own unhallowed _ 
Fire to Gop's Altar, on the other : but in Meekneſs 
inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if GOD perad- 
venture will give them Repentance do te e 
of the Truth, &c. (2 Tim. ii. 25, 26.) 

In converſing with your Brethren and Fellow 
Chriſtians, do what in you lies, to ſtrengthen their FH 
Hands in every good Way and Work, and to pro- Xi 
mote a harmonious Spirit of cordial Friendſhip a. —_— 
mong them, that hereunto they and you have A a 

ready attained, ye may wall by the ſame Rule, and 

mind the ſame Things ; and if in any T bing they be 

otherwiſe minded, and you cannot ſatisfy them in a 
brotherly Way, leave them to Gop 70 reveal it tw 
them, in Confidence, that if they do indeed belong "4 
to him, and it be a Matter of much Conſequence, —_ 
he 
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he will, in his Time and Way, convince them of : 


it, as the Apoſtle intimates, Phil, iii. 15, 16. 
And in your Behaviour toward the Church, over 


eobich the Holy Ghoft has made you Overſeer, be care- 


ful to know he Stare of the Flock, in all the Variety | 


of their ſpiritual Concerns, and to maintain heir 


Right of Suffrage, together with your own Right of 
Preſidence, which a Spirit of Meekneſs and Love. 
Never lord it over GOD's Heritage; but be contented 


with the Exerciſe of ſuch Powers to their Edifica- 


tion, as belong to a Miniſter of Chriſt, and Steward 


of the Mieries of GOD, that has no Dominion over 
their Faith ;, but is to be a Helper of their Foy. (2 Cor. 


3. 24.) In all your Management of Church-affairs, 
and Car rage towards its Members, you are to be- 
have with Prudence and Temper, with Caution and 
Modeſty, with Fidelity and Tenderneſs, with Cou- 
rage and Condeſcention, ſuitable to every Occur- 
rence, that no Diſorders may be countenanced, and 
no tender Conſciences grieved; and that nothing 
may break in upon its Purity, Edification, Love 
and Peace. In diſpenſing the vi/ible Seals of the Co- 
venant, you ſhould proceed according to the Rule 
and Warrant, with relation to Believers and their 


Seed, which Chriſt has given you 1n his Word. And 
in wif tins Church- Members, and others of your 


Congregation, eſpecially when they labour under 


Sickneſs, or any other Affliction, in Soul or Body, 


it behoves you to do all that may be, to promote 


their ſpiritual Welfare ; and it is your incumbent 


Duty to take ſpecial Care of the Children of the 
Covenant, and of the riſing Generation, that they be 
trained up in the W. ay of the Lord, in the Days 


of their Youth. 


With reſpect to all theſe, 1 ſuch like Thiban: 
take Hced, Brother, 7 your/eif, to your own Spirit, 
Words and Ways, giving no Offence in any Thing, 
— the ey be not blamed : But in all Things 


approve 
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approve you? ſelf, as a Miniſter of GOD, in much Pa- 7 
tience, in Afjiiftions, in Neceſſities, in Diftreſſes: ; by Þ 
Pureneſs, by Knowledge, by Long-ſuffering, by Il 
neſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, by Love unfeigned, by the 
Word of Truth, = the Power of GOD, by the Ar- 
mour of Riebtcouſneſ on the right Hand and on the 
left, by Honour and Diſbonour, by evil Report and 
good Report, and tho accounted by ſome as a De- 
cerver, yet true, (2 Cor. vi. 2,—8.) Continue, 
Brother, a ſteady Courſe, by heavenly Aid, in all 
theſe Things relating to yourſelf, that no Man may 
deſpiſe your Youth. (1 Tim. ix. 12.) And then 
II. Take Heed to your Doctrine. 5 
Never dare to preach any Thing to others, far- 
ther than you believe yourſelf, upon the beſt Exami- 
nation that Gop enables you to make; and take 
Care to explain, confirm, defend and improve, what 
you offer, as Occaſions require, like a good Steward 
ef the manifold Grace of God ; ſpeaking as becomes the 


Oracle, of GOD, and miniſtring as of the Ability which 5 


60D gives, that he in all Things may be gur ſed 
through Jeſus Chriſt, (1 Pet. iv. 10, 11.) In order 
| hereunto, ſee that the Doctrine you preach be clear 
and ſcriptural; important and ſeaſonable ; I evangelical 
and practical. - 
I. Take Heed that your Doctrine be clear and 
e 35 
Beg of Gob to make you a . Maſter of 
your Subject, that you may underſtand what you 
ſay, and whereof you affirm; and endeavour to ſet 
your Ideas in an eaſy and familiar, plain and obvi- 
ous Light, before the Minds of your Hearers. Do 


not ſeek to hide your own Sentiments under ambi- 


guous Terms; but wherever you preach, be uni- 
tormly frank and open in declaring them, eſpecially 
in Caſes of Importance, that every one may know 
your real Meaning; and endeavour to bring them 
down to the lowelt Capacities | in the Aſſembly, aas 
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far as the Nature of things will bear. Never enter- 
tain your Auditory with "cunningly deviſed Fables, or 
Philoſophical Harangues, or dry Syſtems of meer 


Morality, or doubtful Diſputations; but feed them 


with Knowledge and Underſtanding, like a Paſtor ac- 
cording to GOD's own Heart. (Jer. iii. 15.) 
Above all Things elſe, be ſure that your Preach- 
ing be ſcriptural, ſpeaking the Things which become 
ſound Doctrine, and holding faſt the faithful Word, as 
you have been taught, that you may be able, by ſound 


Doctrine, both to exhort, and to convince the Gain- : 


ſayers. (Tit. ii. 1. and i. 9.) 


Teach no other Doctrine than that, which you 
have received from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and 
other inſpirited Writers; but keep cloſe to the Rule 
of Faith in the Word of Gop, (as I rejoice to find 
is your determinate Deſign) and to our Lord's Com- 
miſſion, who has ſaid, Teach to obſerve all Things . 


whatſoever I have commanded you; and, lo, I am 
with you alway, even to the End of the World. (Matt. 


xxvili. 20.) Compare ſpiritual Things with ſpiri- 
tual, and thoroughly weigh every Context, that you 
may give the true and genuine Senſe of Scripture : 


And take Heed of walking in Craftineſs, or bandling 


the Mord of GOD deceitfully ; but by Manifeſtation of 


the Truth, commend yourſelf to every Man's Conſcience 
n the Sight of GOD. (2 Cor. iv. 2.) May it be 
the holy Ambition of your Soul, ſo to preach, as 
that Gop ſhall always cauſe you to triumph in Chriſt, 


and make manifeſt the Savour of bis Knowledge by you 
in every Place, where you ſtatedly, or occaſionally 
miniſter! And take Heed of being as many, which 
corrupt the Word of GOD ; but as ; of Sincerity, but 
as of GOD, in the Sight of GOD, ſpeak thou, Bro- 


ther, in Chriſt. (2 Cor. ii. 14, 17.) Let Uncor- 
ruptneſs, Gravity, and Sincerily, and found Speech, 
which cannot be condemned, run through your Doc- 


your 


trine, as well as a Pailern of good Works run through 
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your Life, that he who is of the contrary Pat, may 


be aſhamed, baving 10 evil T bing to ſay of you, (Tit. 


11. T5 8.) f 
Guard againſt all Ruthie, that either intrench 
upon the Doctrines of Gr ace, or upon any of the 


Divine Perfections; or that lead to Self-ſufficiency, or 


to Licentiouſhneſs. Study how you may, 1n the beſt 
Manner, ſolve Difficulties, and reconcile ſeeming 


Contradictions, in the Word of Gop, without ſtart- 
ing ſuch as are needleſs, and unprofitable to be dif. 
cuſſed, and without managing them with an Air of 


_ Controverſy ; and never aim at being w/e above 
what 1s written, Do not make Myſteries, where the 


Scripture has made none; nor pretend to explain 
what the Scripture has left as Myſteries, which would 


ſoon plunge you out of your Depth; but publiſh 


them to be believed, upon Divine Authority, juſt as 


 Gop has left them, though you cannot account for 
their Modes, nor tell how thoſe Things can be. Hence, 


2, Take Heed that your Doctrine be important 


and ſeaſonable. 


There is indeed no Part of Divine Revelation, 
that is not one Way or other uſeful : For all Scrip- 


ture is ſiven by Inſpiration of GOD, and is profitable 
for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtruc- 


lion in Righteouſneſs that the Man of GOD may be 
Perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good Works. ( 27 im. 


111. 185 17.) But ſome of its ſacred 1 ruths are more 


profitable than others ; and ſome are of ſuch a criti- 
cal Nature, as not to make it needful for common 


 Hearers to be puzzled with them; becauſe they 


cannot be eaſily brought within the Compats of their 
Thoughts; nor do they affect their perſonal Religion, 
Edification and Salvation: But nothing ſhould be 


kept back, that may be profitable to them; nor ſhould 


you ſbun to declare any Part of the Counſel of GOD, 
as the great Aron did not; (Als XX, 20, 27.) 
every 
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every al Doctrine and Duty, perſonal and re- 
lative, ſhould take their Turns in your Miniſtry | 


whether the People will hear, or forbear : And 
yet even among profitable Truths, ſome are of 


more Uſe and Importance, than others, as the 


Glory of Gop, and the Converſion, Edification, 


Ser viceableneſs to the Church and the World, and 
the eternal Happineſs of the Auditory, are more 
nearly concerned in them; and, for that Reaſon, 
they ought to be moſt inſiſted on, that every one 
may have bis Portion, eſpecially of ſuch Sort of 


Meat, in due Seaſon. (Luke Xii. 42. 


Let therefore ſolid and ſulſtantia! Truths and 


Duties be your chief Themes of Diſcourſe, and 
that as they may be beſt ſuited to the different States 


and Conditions of Saints and Sinners. Study 10 
ſhew yourſelf approved to GOD, a Workman that 
needs not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of 


Truth. (2 Tim. ii. 13.) Exerciſe all your Ta- 
lents, to ſeparate between the precious and the vile; 
and to let them know what Gop's Word ſays to 


them reſpectively, that ignorant Souls may be in- 
ſtructed; that Hardned obſtinate Sinners may be 
awakened and convinced; and that convinced and 
relenting Sinners may be directed and encouraged 
that ſcrupulbus, tender and troubled Conſciences 
may be relieved; that the Erroneous may be re- 


duced to the Knowledge and Love of the Truth, 


as it is in Jeſus, and looſe Profe ors may be warn 
ed, and ſtirred up to their Duty; that wveakt Be- 
levers may be ſtrengthned ; that deabling Believers 
may be ſatisfied z that diſconſclate Believers may be 


comforted z that backſliding Believers' may be re- 
claimed, and ftrong Believers may be yet more and 


more confirmed in Faith, Comfort and Holineſs. 
to compleat Salvation; that Chriſt's Lambs and 


OP may be fed; that Babes in Chriſt may have - 


2 | their 
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ſter of Chriſt, 


| 18 i The ExXHORTATION. | 


their Milt, and Men of full Ape, who, by reaſon | 
of Uſe, bave their ſpiritual Senſes exerciſed to diſ- 
cern both Good and Evil, may have their ſtrong 


Meat; and that ſuch Doctrines and Duties, Pro- 


miſes and Threatenings may be moſt inculcated, 
as the Circumſtances of your People, and the Cor- 


ruptions in Principle and Practice, and the Oppo- 
ſition of the Preſent Day, may render moſt ne- 
ceſſary. Hence, 


3. Take Heed that your Doctrine be evangelical 
and practical. 5 
This Sort of Doctrine i is indeed of great [ mpor- 

tance; and therefore cannot ordinarily. be unſea- 
ſonable; and a is . main Buſineſs, as a Mini- 
preach Him, and his Goſpel, 
which is the Goſpel if the Grace of GOD, the i 
pel of Salvation, and the Doctrine according 10 
Godlineſß. Preach Goſpel- Truths, and Goſpel-Du- 

ties: Let the glorious and diſtinguiſhing Peculia- 
rities of the Goſpel Revelation, influence, inforce 

and govern all your Diſcourſes on moral Duties, 


and ſhed a Beauty upon them; and whatever your 


Subject be, let it, one Way or other, turn to- 


ward Chriſt, and center in him, who is the Spring 


and Life, the Alpha and Omega, of the Chriſti- 
an's Hope, Holineſs and Happineſs. See that 
the Doctrines you preach be calculated to diſplay 
_ the Glory of GOD in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
| rad _ Soul to him, that he may be exalted, 
and the Creature abaſed before him; and that 
they be cloſe and ſearching, ſuited to inform the 

Judgment, and ſtrike the Conſcience, to convince 
and perſuade, to humble and encourage, to reach 

Experience, and move upon the Affections, and 


all the Springs of human Action, that Light and 


Savaur may be defuſed thro' all your Miniſtrati- 


ons; and that, by Ne attending Spirit of the 


New 
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The EXHORTATION. 4 IY 
New Teſtament, they may make their Way to the 
Hearts, and Influence the Lives of your Hearers. 
Fou will eaſily perceive, Dear Brother, that 
* theſe Doctrines include among others, which you 
have made a good Confeſſion of, the Differences 
there are between the Covenants of Works and 
Grace, and their reſpective Heads, and the various 
* Difpenſations of the Covenant of Grace: The Fall 
> of all Mankind under their t Publick-Head, 
with the Guailtineß and Depravity, [Impotence and 
Miſery, of their fallen State; and the eternal Coun- 
ſel of Gop's Wiſdom and Will, about the Reco- 
very of a Remnant of them, under Chriſt, the 
* ſecond Adam, according to the Election of Grace, 
 — thro” the Redemption that is in bim, and by the f. 
© fefual Application of the Holy Spirit, in the Way, 
> and by the Means of Goy's Appointment, that 
0 Fleſh might Glory in his Preſence, but that be 


. who plorieth may glory in the Lord, The divine 
4 and CEconomical Glories of the Three adorable Per- 


. 4 ſons in the Unity of the Godhead, Father, Son and 
r Holy Ghoſt, are likewiſe to be ſupported and diſ- 


- - played in gr Miniſtry. And in Connection 


5 Vith theſe Doctrines, you are to go on to propoſe. 
A Chriſt to the Acceptance of all Sorts of Sinners, 
t. with an Eye to his almighty Power and ſovereign 


y © CGrace, to open their Hearts to receive him: You | 
ere alſo to preach the Nature and Neceſſity of Re- 
l, © generation, and of Faith in the Lord Jeſus, in his 
=» Perſon, as God-Man, and in all his Offices of a 
Prophet, Prieſt and King, as Mediator; and the 
© Doctrine of Repentance toward Cop, and zew Q- 
h  bedience in Heart and Life ; of Juſtification by the 
d _ Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to them that be- 
= lieve; of Sanctification by his Spirit; of Perſeve- 


- rance in Grace and Holineſs, together with all 
ne Chriſtian- Privileges and Duties, that ſhall iſſue in 


= — + } I 
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the final Salvation, which is in Chriſt Teſes with 


eternal Glory. 


And that there may be no Room for any of 


your unconverted Hearers, to deſpair on one Hand, 


or to be ſlotbful and Preſumpluous on the other, let 


them know that a Door of Hope is opened in Chriſt 
before them; that there is all Salvation in him for 


the Chief of Sinners; and that none, under the 
Goſpel, are, by its Tenor, excluded, who do not 


exclude themſelves by their own Impenitence and 
Unbelief; but that if they, through the Hardneſs 


of their own Hearts, continue to reject him, and 
perbift in their Iniquities, they will certainly and 
deſervedly die in their Sins, and the Wrath of GOD | 


; Will for ever abide upon them. 


Thus, Dear Brother, Take Heed to yourſelf, and 


e ee the Kin gdom and Patience of Jeſus, 


Let me now add a = Words upon 


Secondly, The Arguments to enforce theſe your 
Duties: For in doing this, thou ſhalt both ſave thy- 
el, and them that hear thee, What weighty and 
animating Conſiderations are theſe ! May the Lord 
himſ-lf ſer them Home upon your Heart and 


mine! 


I need not tell peu, Sir, that Gop alone is the © 


Auther of Salvation; and that you can be only 


inf mental in his Hand, and ſub/ſervient to his effi- 

catious Grace, in the Salvation of your own, and 
of other's Souls: Nor need I inform you, that ho] 
wiſely, faithfully, plainly, or pathetically and la- 


| boriouſly ſoever you are helped to diſcharge the 


important Truſt committed to you, it is not FOR, | 


but Ix going this, as our Verſion well expreſſes it, 


that you, or they ſhall be ſaved. Doin For (r8re 


re is only the Way and Means of Gop's Ap- 


Pot ntment, and of your Expectation of this Deed 


Event ; 


28 a * 


ww . - 
8 2 
. 


§Fg3 C vVꝛ f — 
S ² Tt i ER 2; 
. N 2 
* a a . a N at's < 4. 
; i GE: & r NS 0 : 


2 5 , 
4 - . OI 
RS MES 8 e 
MIS at x Re 7 RI 
59, * re 
N e ge <a 


. „ # 
l n 


The ExnorTATION, „ 


Event: And whenever it ſhall be brought to paſs, 


it will not be as a Reward of Merit; but of free 
though promiſed Grace, which 15 indeed the only, 


and the ſureſt Reward, that ſinful unworthy Crea- 
' tures can have any Hope of : For therefore it is of 
Grace, that the Promiſe might be ſure unto all the 


Seed. (Rom. iv. 16.) And what greater Encou- 
ragement Can there be to Faithfulneſs and Dili- 


gence in your Lord's Work, than the Promiſe 


which now lies before you ? Conſider then that 


In attending to theſe chriſtian and miniſterial 


Duties, you, by "the Grace of Gop, will ſubſerve ; 


'0ur 0Wn Salvation, 


This is a Matter of the higheſt G to 


xcurſelf, who have a Soul to be ſaved, or loſt for 
ever, as well as any of your Hearers. - And ah! 


how cutting and agonizing would it be, at the 
great Day, to ſee others admitted into the King- 
dom of Heaven, by Means of your Miniftrations, 
and yourſelf ſhut out! But I hope better Things of 
you, Brother, Things that accompany Salvation, 
though I thus ſpeak. And yet what Care and Pains, 
what Fidelity and Diligence, what Watchfulneſs 
and Prayer, and what Humility and Self-denia], 
ought you to be excited to, le? by any Means, 


_ wwhen you have preached to others, You Jour ſelf ſhould — 


he a Caſtaway, (1 Cor. 1x, 27.) 
Remember that your being a Miniſter, will not 
ſave you. No, your Difficulties, Temptations 
and Dangers, as a Miniſter, the Truſt committed 
to you, and the Account you mult give to Gop, 
are greater than thoſe of others; and therefore | 
more Grace is needful for you, than for them, to 
carry you through all, and bring you off well at 
laſt. But remember alſo, for your Encourage- 
ment, that you ſerve the beſt of Maſters, whoſe 
Grace is Jugicient for you, whoſe Strength is made 


Fe | 
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perfeft in your Weakneſs, and who has promiſed to 


be with you: And if you obtain Mercy to be Þ 


faithful, he will certainly ſtand by you, will affiſt 


and own you, and preſerve you from every dange- 
rous Snare; and when the chief Shepherd ſhall ap- 
pear, you ſhall receive the Crown of Glory, which 
fades not away, (1 Pet. v. 4.) Then he, as Judge 


of all, will fay to you, Well done, good and faith- 
ful Servant; enter, Thou, into the Foy of thy 
Lord. (Matt. xxv. 23.) The Hopes of this 
ſhould invigorate you, in the Way: and the En- 
Joyment of this, will make you a rich and eternal 
Amends, at the End, for all the Troubles, La- 
bours and Sufferings, you may meet with in the 


Work of the Lord. Take Heed therefore to 


vation's Sake. And conſider that : 

2, In the fame Way of Inſtrumentality, you, 
by the Bleſſing of Gop upon a faithful Diſcharge 
of theſe Duties, will be the Means of ſaving them 
Mew. 1 
Their Souls are committed by the Lord Jeſus to 


yourſelf and to your Doctrine, for your own Sal- 


' your miniſterial Charge, that you may watch over 
them, and watch for them, as one that muſt give 
an Account to him: And O how dreadful would 
it be, if any of their Blood ſhould be required at 
your Hand, for your Unfaithfulneſs or Negle&ts! 3 
But if you are found true to your Truſt, you wil! 
deliver your own Soul, whatever becomes of 
| theirs ; you will be pure from the Blood of all 
Men, and, will be a ſweet Savour of Chriſt to 


GOD, in them that periſh, as well as in them that 
are ſaved, (2 Cor. ii. 15.) Yea, and you may 
warrantably and comfortably hope for his Bleſſing 


on your Labours, to the plucking of many as 
Brands out of the Fire, and turning them from 
Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan 
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The EXHORTATION. 23 
unto GOD, that they may receive Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, and Inheritance among them, which are ſanc- 
tified by Faith in Chrift Jeſus. (As xxvi. 18.) 

And O what a noble Pleaſure is it, to be an In- 
ſtrument of glorifying Gov, in the Salvation of 
immortal Souls! If it were but of one Soil, that: 
would be well worth ſtudying, preaching, pray- 
ing and labouring for, all your Days. How much 
more, if, the Hand of the Lord being with yo, 4 
great Number fhouid believe and turn to the Lord. 
(Als xi. 21.) What new Life and Spirit will 
every Seal of your Miniſtry give you, while you 


are toiling under its Difficulties and Diſcourage- 


ments! A Reflection upon this will be like an An- 
gel of Gop ſtrengthening you. And to what rich 
Account will it turn at laſt, when you ſhall ſee 
them, together with yourſelf, at the right Hand 
of Chriſt! Theſe will be your Glory and Joy, and 
Crown of Rejoicing, in the Preſence of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, at his Coming. (1 Thef. ii. 19, 20.) 
For they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine, as the Brightneſs of 
the Firmament, and they that turn many 10 Righte- 
ouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and ever. (Dan. x11. 
3.) Take Heed therefore to yourſelf, and to 


+ your Doctrine; and continue in them, for your 


People's Sake, that they may be ſaved in the Day 
of the Lord Jeſuus. „„ 
For a Concluſion of the whole, Permit me, Dear 
Brother, to remind you of our Apoſtle's ſolemn 
Words to Timothy ; (2 Tim. iv. 1, 2, 5.) and to 


leave them as a ſacred Bond, under Divine Au- 


thority, upon your Soul: I charge thee before GOD, 


'T and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the Quick 


and the Dead at his Appearing, and his Kingdom: 
Preach the Word; be inſtant in Seaſon and out of 
Seaſon , reprove, rebuke, exhort with all Long- 
Suffering and Doctrine. Watch thou in all ie: h 
— ee endure 


24 De EXHORTATION, 


endure Afiftions; do the Work. of an evangelical 
Paſtor z make full Proof of thy Minifiry. To 5 
[ would add another of his Apoſtolic Ljunctions. 
which equally concerns you: (1 Tim. vi. 11.— 16.) 
Thou, O Man of GOD, flee the enſnaring Entice- 
ments of this World; and follow after Righteauſ- 
neſs, Godlineſs, Faith, Love, Patience, Meeknefs. 
_ Fight, the good Fight of Faith, lay hald on eterna! 
Life, '"whereunto thou art alſo called, and haſt Pro- 
feſſed a good Proſe Nan before many Witneſſes. I give 
thee Charge in the Sight of GOD, who quickneth-all 
Wings, and before.Chriſt Feſus, who before Pontius 
Pilate witneſſed a good Confeſſion, that thou keep this 
' Commandment without Spot, unrebukable, until the 
Appearing of our Lord Feſtus Chriſt s which in his 
Nimes he ſhall ſhew, who is the bleſſed and only Po- 
 tentate, the King of Kings, and Lord "of Dork: ; 
obo only hath Immortality, dwelling in the Light, 
which no Man can approach unto , whom no Man 
bath ſeen, nor can ſes: To whom be Honour an. 
Power everlaſting. Amen 
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